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Unit 1 was driving southeast on Crockett Circle. Unit 1

did not negotiate the right turn to Haughton Ct. and drove

across Haughton Ct. and in to the driveway at 4738. There,

Unit 1 struck Unit 2, which was parked, unoccupied. Unit 2

was pushed into the garage door of 4738. Unit 1, failed to

stop, and left the area. Police or victim were not

contacted until Unit 2 owner located crash scene in the

morning.
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2026-05465     Ptl. J. Smith #740  
Hit-skip crash  
4738 Haughton Ct.    Stow, Ohio 44224 
 
I was dispatched to location for a report that the caller’s parked vehicle had been hit overnight. The 
impact of the crash pushed the caller’s vehicle, which was parked in the driveway, in to their residence. 
 
I proceeded to residence and as I arrived I observed the caller on the front step. However, leading away 
from the residence was a fluid trail. I advised the caller that I would return after I investigated the trail.  
 
The trail went west on Haughton, then Blanford, to Garnet Circle. I followed the trail on Garnet Circle to 
Crockett Circle, where the trail had faded but was still visible. I went north on Crockett Circle and then 
west on Harvester Drive. Parked in front of 2361 Harvester Drive is a black 2017 Mercedes. Upon closer 
inspection, the driver side front quarter panel and wheel area had sustained significant damage. There 
was also a hose sticking out from the engine area where fluid had leaked. There was a large area of fluid 
under the vehicle. 
 
The vehicle plate is KUC1145 and returns to Dominic Gates at 2361 Harvester Drive. Lt. Corfman 
responded to scene. I took photographs of the vehicle. I also took possession of a wallet on the 
floorboard of the unlocked vehicle, which had Dominic’s license inside. Once Lt. Corfman arrived, we 
made contact at 2361. We were greeted by a male, who identified himself as Dominic’s father and 
stated that he knew why were at his residence. Dominic was upstairs brushing his teeth. The wallet was 
given to Dominic’s father. 
 
Dominic’s father reported that he was sleeping last night when Dominic woke him up to let him know 
what had happened. He stated that this was approximately 1230 hours when he was woke up and told 
about the crash.  
 
Dominic came downstairs and stated that he was driving, and driving fast. He reported losing control of 
his vehicle and hitting the SUV. He continued, stating that he was coming home from his grandmother’s. 
He did not go to the residence where the accident occurred because he “did not want to wake anyone 
up”. No call was placed to Police from Dominic or his father, nor was there any attempt to contact the 
victim. Dominic reported no one else was in the vehicle with him. 
 
Dominic was issued a citation for Hit-Skip and Failure to Control. The information for the report was 
gathered at this time.  
 
I then went and spoke with the original caller, Jeffrey Grater. Jeffrey’s vehicle was in the driveway and 
pushed in to the garage door. The vehicle is a 2016 Nissan Rogue with Ohio plate GXS2286. Jeffrey was 
not sure what time the crash initially took place but did state that it was overnight and that at some 
point, they were woken up by an unknown noise. I took pictures of the vehicle, garage door, ruts in the 
yard, and the fluid trail. Jeffery was given the crash information and the insurance information for 
Dominic. Jeffrey showed me a brief RING camera video from his neighbor’s at 4732. It shows the suspect 
Mercedes driving south on Crockett Cir. The next time the Mercedes is seen, it is driving through the 
front yard of 2732 and exiting back to Haughton using the driveway. I requested Jeffrey to email the 
video to me so I could add it to the report.  
 



BWC activated during conversations. Fluid trail was recorded with MVR. All pictures placed in the digital 
media file. 
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