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URBAN FORESTRY COMMISSION
Monday, 4/13/2026 3:30 p.m.
Executive Sessions Room

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Brantsch, Chairperson John Berg

Laura Root Tom Klingler

Joe Kollar Jeff Saltzman
ALSO PRESENT: Jeff Napieralski, Urban Forestry Kari Erdman, Secretary
MEMBERS ABSENT: Stephen Bagstad

CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order at 3:32 PM by Bob.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
ROLL CALL

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Joe Kollar to approve the minutes from the 3/9/26 meeting; All in favor. Motion
passed.

1. EarthFest- EarthFest is scheduled for Saturday, April 25" from 10:00am to 12:00pm at Adele Durbin Park. Jeff
ordered 100 white oak trees, approximately 3-5ft bareroot to giveaway at the event. John recommended looking
into getting root dip to help sustain trees. The commission has decided to bag the trees at the event. Members will
bring in grocery bags for bagging. Bob and Tom are unable to attend the event. The commission plans to do a
pruning tour and an invasive ID walk at the event Joe and Jeff said they will handle the demonstrations. Laura said
she will handle the table and giveaways. Jeff will pick up items from me prior to the event.

2. Fishcreek Elementary- Event on April 26t at 2:00pm. Jeff has a shingle oak tree that is available for tree planting.
Jeff ordered the same giveaway trees for approximately 300 students but is unsure if they will be delivered in time,
so they may have to give them later. Jeff has set up a truck for the students and Mayor Pribonic will read a
proclamation at the school during the planting. Last year Jeff Saltzman spoke regarding wildlife benefits of trees,
he is not sure if he will be able to attend this year. Jeff N. said the Urban Forestry commission can just attend as
representatives.

3. Pop-up series- Commission has decided to do the pop-ups scheduled on May 20" and June 30" so far. They will
decide on the others in the next few meetings. Bob and Tom will be the representatives in May, Bob and Laura in
June.

4. Commission appreciation- Joe will be spokes person for commission appreciation dinner on the 21st. He will give
a short 2-3 minute speech about what the commission does.

5. E-Newsletters- Jeff will send his article regarding Beech leaf disease for April newsletter. Joe will write the article
for May on proper mulching. Next meeting commission will plan out articles for the next several months.

6. Walk & Talk- Joe reminded the commission that in their plan, they had wanted to do an annual walk and talk with
members of council. He said he will compile a letter to send to council members to join and discuss issues on
pruning and sidewalks. He would also like to have an open discussion about the tree planting program. This would
be done in late summer early fall and the commission will select a neighborhood where they can show the council
members their concerns.
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7. Selection of new vice chair- Andy was the vice chair but since he is now on the environmental commission Urban
forestry needs a new representative. Bob nominated Joe and all members were in agreeance. Joe accepted
nomination.

8. Power Clean Ohio- Kari shared that the secretary from environmental commission wanted urban forestry to know
they are looking into an urban canopy assessment with Power Clean Ohio. It is a free assessment from what she
was told. Commission members would like to have a representative from environmental commission talk to them
more about what it entails at the next Urban Forestry meeting. Kari will reach out to Sonya, the environmental
commission secretary, to setup.

NEXT MEETING: Monday, 4/13/2026, 3:30 pm, Stow City Hall Boards & Commissions Room.

MEETING ADJOURNED - 4:23 PM
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Bob Brantsch, Chairperson Kari Erdman, Secretary
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