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Minutes of the Charter Review Commission from Wednesday April2.2025.6:30 p.m.

1. Gat[ to Order

2. RottGatt

Charter Review Commission Members Present: Denny Mariota, Dennis Campbel.t, Rick

Chartes, Christy Staats, Nancy Binze[,

Janice Arch

Charter Review Commission Members Absent: Amy Jones

CiW Officiats Present: Drew Reil.l,y, Hannah Morris,

Kyte Herman, Steven Hooten, Zack

Cowan

3. Approval of Minutes

o Approval March 25,2025 Minutes

Motion made by Denny Mariota, seconded by Nancy Binzet to approve March 25,2025, Minutes.

Vote - Yeas: Denny Mariola, Dennis Campbett, Rick Chartes, Nancy Binzet, Christy Staats, Janice

Arch

Nays - None. Motion carried unanimousty'

4. Old Business

a Draft of adding Language of incapacity of The Finance Director within Vacancy

Section:6.08

Mr. Reitty had presented the first draft for tanguage of incapacity of The Finance Director

that mirrors the Language in the section of Acting Mayor of the charter.

The commission thanked Mr. Reitty for creating the draft.

o Draft of adding tanguage of incapacity of The Law Director within Vacancy: 9:07



Mr. Reil,ty had presented the first draft for language of incapacity of The Law Director that

mirrors the language in the section of Acting Mayor of the charter'

He expl,ained that the Law Department is the onty department where the Depu$ is the

second in command. Where the other departments it's tisted as the Assistant.

Mr. Charl.es had wanted to cl.arify that the position mentioned in the vacancy of the

Finance Director of Assistant Director of the GeneraI Division was stitl not a position listed

in the job code. He wants to have Language that covers if that position is not fiLl.ed or tisted

within the job code. He wants to have tanguage to cover whomever is second in

command.

Ms. Binzet had asked what had happened white the Finance Director was out last year

due to a medical, emergency. Mr. Reil.l.y exptained there was a memo that was in ptace to

hetp cover his absence.

Mr. Chartes had asked for another sentence added to the draft that "the mayor can

appoint until. the position is fitl,ed" Mr. Reil.ty will have a second draft for the next meeting.

At this point within the live stream, it was cut off due to wifi being disrupted and a new stream

was started again. The commission secreta ry had taken notes before and after the live stream

being interrupted and meeting minutes are conducted from said notes.

Research Topics
i. Why did the Law Director go f rom being appointed to elected in 1991.

o

Mr. Reitty had provided the commission with a copy of the minutes of when the Law

Director Position was changed from an appointed position to an Etected Position. The

commission had discussion regarding that change and agreed that they understood the

change and think it provides a nice "checks and batances" within the City to have it be an

etected position rather than appointed by the Mayor.

5. New Business

o Article X: Ptanning Commission and Zoning Procedure

Mr. Reitty gave an overview of the Ptanning Commission and how they formed and their

terms. Within section 1O.O2the charter states that the commission must hol,d a meeting

every month. Mr. Cowan (City of Stow Ptanning Director) was present for this meeting. He

had stated that the onty change he coutd see being considered is the action of they must

hold a meeting every month. lf there is no business on the agenda, a meeting stitl must take

pl,ace. He was getting feedback from the commission in regard to what they thought about

having that changed that if there was no business that a meeting did not have to take place.

Ms. Binzet had asked how often that happens. Mr. Cowan had stated that it did not happen

often, but it has happened in his time here with the City.



The commission had discussed but uttimatety decided to leave it as it read due to the fact
they feared that it coul.d attow the Ptanning Commission to push back apptications just to
not hotd a meeting or delay appl,ications if that was changed within the charter.

Within section 10.05 Mr. Reitty had exptained regarding pubtic hearing notices that invotve

300 or more residents, a written notice woutd not be required, for exampte- the zoning code

re-write. Since the new zoning code witt be affecting al.l. the residents, they wil.l, not have to

send out certified letters to every resident. He had wanted to provide a reat-time exampte of

when this woutd take place.

Live stream started recording again at this point in the meeting.

Mr. Reil.l.y went on to exptain in section 10.06 Action by Councit, can be confusing and he

wanted to ctarify this section. He and the Law Department read and understand the second

portion of the section to state that if Pl.anning Commission has approved something, and

councit can then reject it with a simple majority of the vote, however, if Ptanning

Commission rejects, then for council to paSS it, it wou[d require five (5) votes.

o Articte Xl: Board of Zoning and Buitding Appeal,s

Mr. Reil.l.y had expl.ained that Board of Zoning and Buitding Appeal,s (BZA) had stated this

board handtes Residential. projects. Stated that there are incidents where they handte

nonresidentiat projects, whereas Ptanning Commission and CounciI handtes the

Commercia[ / lndustriaI Projects.
The terms tor BZAare staggered that way they have some continuity of operations.

The difference in meeting times in comparison to the Ptanning Commission, is there is no

requirement of having one meeting a month, but if there are no business items they are not

required to have the meeting that month.

BZA does not have the power to grant conditional zoning certificates, nor grant variances for

land use that would be given to the Pl.anning Commission.
Mr. Cowan stated that BZA handtes specificatty Singte-Famil,y Dwel,l.ing Variances. He

expl.ained that they can handl.e a commerciaI or industriat variance where the variance does

not require site pl.an approvat from ptanning commission. For very minor commerciaI and

industrial. properties can be handted by the BZA board but primarity it is reserved for
residentia I properties.

Mr. Reitty exptained section 1 1.05 that there are instances where the board can hear

appeats regarding a decision by a pubtic officiat. Where an appticant does not agree with the

decision by the City Official,, they can then appeal. that decision, and the board wi[t hotd a

public hearing on such an appeat.

However, an appLicant cannot appeal. a decision based on the buitding code, those

decisions are heard by the State of Ohio Board of Buitding Appeal,s since it is regarding the

Buitding Code.
Mr. Cowan stated that the Board of Buitding Appeal,s Board atso hear appeats for orders of
condemnation. Where the Buitding Officiat has deemed a buitding a dangerous buitding it is

automaticatty appea[ed to the BZA board.



. Town Hal,t Feedback
The commission discussed the Town Hatl, that was hetd Aprit 1 ,2025. They discussed the

one question that was brought up by a resident at the Town Hal,l,. The question was asked

about possib[y incl,uding an emait that goes out regarding meeting notices atong with

adding in the social media within the draft of Section 4.12 Publ.ic Notice.

Mr. Campbel.t brought up residents coutd be getting emaiI notifications on muttipte

different meetings and that coul,d be cumbersome to be receiving many emaits regarding

meeting notices.
Mr. Reitty stated that this resotution that is being considered for change atso inctudes

notices regarding resotutions, legislation, where its not just a singl.e emait, it wouLd be

many email,s. Whereas a social media post coutd just have a link to the agenda for the

upcoming meeting with the tegistation and resotutions attached.

Mr. Chartes had asked why the email. bl.ast that woutd go out coutd just atso have the tink

and be a copy of the social media post and not a futl separate emait.

Ms. Arch had asked if there were statistics of how many peopte atready are signed up for

the notices currentty for council., ptanning commission etc. She stated that if its only say

2o/o of the poputation that is signed up currentty, that it woutdn't make sense to send out

an additionaI emait.
Mr. Reil.ty stated he coutd get that information for her.

Ms. Binzel. had suggested that maybe an email that goes out on a Friday that has a tisting

of att the meetings for the next week with a tink for the agendas / ordinances.

Ms. Staats had thought that may be cteaner for a person's inboxes.

Mr. Campbetl. had brought up the concept of this being more of a best practice rather than

having it be put into the charter regarding the emaiI portion. He atso discussed the "terms

and agreements" with the current emaiI terms they are currentty signed up for.

Ms. Arch had asked if we woul.d be using the same ptatform that we currentty use for

emaiI notifications.
Mr. Reitty had stated that we woutd use the same ptatform as we currentty use.

Ms. Binzet states that she does not propose changing the charter for this portion,

especial.l.y if down the road emaiI becomes obsotete, she recommended that it becomes

more of a best practice rather than changing the charter.

Mr. Reil.ty stated that this currentty coul.d be somethingwe have in ptace. Mr. Reitty stated

that he was giving the commission homework to see if they can get onto Granicus (the

agenda management system) to see if there is a ptace to sign up for email notifications.

Ms. Morris had tooked at the city website during the meeting and let the commission know

that Granicus does atl,ow for emait notification sign up to get agendas and legisl.ation

emails of council and meetings.
Mr. Campbel,l asked if anyone wanted to see the originat proposed change to Section 4.12

Pubtic Notice changed to inctude emait.

Ms. Binzel, stated she coul.dn't imagine adding to the bal.l.ot for emaits to be sent out to the

publ.ic.

The commission also discussed recommended that it gets brought up as a best practice.

They stated that was the only feedback given thus far from the Town Hatt.



Mr. Campbel,t had asked if the commission wanted to vote on the three proposed changes

thus far to send to the councit.

Mr. Reitty gave the three proposed changes from the Charter Review Commission.

1. Proposed Ghange (Version 2) Articte 20 Charter Review Commission:
Section 20.01 Composition and Term

ln January, 1980, and each 5 years thereafter, the Mayor shatt, with confirmation by

Council. by the last meeting in January in the year in which the Charter Review

Gommission shatt convene, appoint a commission of 7 quatified etectors of the

Municipatity hotding no other office or appointment in this Municipatity, as members

of a Charter Review Commission to serve until their duties as provided in Section

20.O2are compl.eted. The members shatt serve without compensation. Special.

Charter Review Commissions may be estabtished by Council when necessary, with

appointments to be made by the Mayor and confirmed by Councit.

Section 20.02 Duties
The Charter Review Commission shatt, in meetings open to the pubtic, review the

municipat Charter, and, no tater than August fuly 1 of the Same year, recommend to

Councit such amendments, if any, to this Charter as in its judgment are conducive to

the pubtic interest.

Section 20.03 Submission to Etectors

Upon approvat by two-thirds of Council, Council shat[ submit to the etectors at[ such

proposed amendments to this Charter in accordance, in each instance, with the
provisions of the Constitution of Ohio

Mr. Charl,es motioned to send this move version two of 20.01to the council for review

Ms. Binzel seconded the motion.

Vote - Yeas: Denny Mariota, Dennis Campbetl, Rick Chartes, Nancy Binzet, Christy Staats,

Janice Arch

Nays - None. Motion carried unanimousty.

Ms. Arch had asked if when these changes are given to the council if members from the

Charter Review Commission should be present. They had decided they woutd have a

representative present for the meeting if they had questions regarding the recommended

changes.

2. Proposed Ghange: Section 3.06Acting Mayor:



President of Councit,

ffishatl'becometheActingMayorWithal'tthepowersoftheMayor
in the event the Mayor : (a)

Absent from the Municipal.ity, (b) lnaccessibte, (c) Unabte for any cause or reason, to
perform the duties of the Mayor, or (d) Untit Council etects a Mayor in the event of the

vacancy of said office as said procedures are set forth in Section 3.07 herein under. ln

the event that the President of Councit, white acting in the capacity of Acting
Mayor is temporarity: (a) Absentfrom the Municipatity, (b) lnaccessibte' (c)

Unabl,e for any cause or reason, to perform the duties of the Mayor, or (d) Untit

Councit etects a Mayor in the event of the vacancy of said office as said
procedures are setforth in Section 3.07 herein under, then Council shatt choose,

by majorityvote, a designee from their membership to serue as Acting Mayor. Any

member of Council, performing the duties of the Acting Mayor shatl. retinquish his/her

Council voting power on any motion or legistation

Ms. Binzet motioned to send this move Section 3.06 to the council for review

Ms. Staats seconded the motion.

Vote - Yeas: Denny Mariola, Dennis Campbett, Rick Chartes, Nancy Binzet, Christy Staats,

Janice Arch

Nays - None Motion carried unanimousty.

3. Proposed Ghange- Section 4.12 Pubtic Notice:

Unless precl.uded by Law from so doing, pubtic notice, as required by [aw, or by this

Charter, or by resotution or ordinance, shatt be given resolutions, ordinances,

Statements, nOtiCeS, measures, Orders, prOCtamatiOnS and reports in the manner

determined by Council,, except that if publ.ic posting be setected as the medium, then

a publ.ic posting on the City's website and any other social media platforms utitized

by the City and not Less than 6 3 publ.ic ptaces in the Municipatity shatt be estabtished

for such pubtic posting.

Councit shatt cause each resolution and ordinance to be given pubtic notice

commencing not Later than 10 days after its first reading in the event that the rule

requiring thee readings is not suspended, and [ike publ,ic notice shatt be given each

resolution and ordinance after its adoption and approvat by the Mayor, or upon the

expiration of the time within which it may be vetoed by the Mayor, or upon its passage

after veto by the Mayor, as the case may be.

Ms. Staats motioned to send this move Section 4.12to the council for review

Ms. Binzet seconded the motion.



Vote - Yeas: Denny Mariota, Dennis Campbett, Rick Chartes, Nancy Binzet, Christy Staats,

Janice Arch

Nays - None Motion carried unanimousty.

6. Next MeetingTopic Discussion
The commission discussed the avaitabitity of members to set up meetings for the
remaining of the month of April,:

It was decided on that the next meetings and discussions are as fottows:

Wednesday April 9'h: Discuss Artictes 12, 13, 14, 15and 1 8.

Wednesday April 1 6th: Discuss Artictes 21 ,22 and start 16 /17
TuesdayApril 29'h: Continue DiscussingArtictes 16 and 17

Al,l. meetings to start at 6:30 pm

7. Public Comment
No pubtic comment at tonight's meeting

8. Other
No other comment at tonight's meeting

9. Adjournment

Motion made by Janice Arch seconded by Rick Charles, to adjourn

Motion carried unanimously.

C


